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To:                                               Broadcast_Law_Students
Subject:                                     Encouragement & Update on Scholarship Policy (plus note on rented books)
A�achments:                          Scholarship Policy Revised Returning Students 2020-21 Only.pdf
 
Dear Students:
 
As our semester of classes draws to a close, I wanted to check in with you with a bit of encouragement, one update, and a
poten�ally helpful note. Skip anything that isn’t applicable or of interest and read anything that is. Encouragement first,
then an update on scholarship policy, then a poten�ally helpful note on returning rented books to the LSU Bookstore.
 
Encouragement:
This semester has been difficult. I know that. You have undergone an abrupt transforma�on of your educa�onal
experience like nothing anyone before you experienced. On the other hand, you and we have managed to get to the last
day of classes together, and almost through finals together—and through a series of adjustments in modes of
communica�on, means of covering material, and demonstra�ng skills and mastery of subject ma�er, we will accomplish
what we set out to do as professors and students.
 
I know the way this semester unfolded isn’t what you wanted for yourself—but of course, what’s happening in the world
isn’t what people anywhere wanted for themselves. Our lives are uncertain, many things are outside our control, and the
situa�on seems to be endless. That’s a recipe for stress! It’s okay to let yourself feel that stress a li�le. Just don’t a�empt
to cover it in unhealthy ways. (I’ll let you fill in the blanks there.) And don’t just give into stress altogether and give up. I
encourage you to give yourself a li�le grace, and then extend it to others around you. Pick yourself up and keep moving
forward one step at a �me.
 
I am glad all of you hung in there through the bumps of COVID kicking us out of the building and, for some of you, the
very rough bumps of suffering through COVID itself or helping a family member through it (or both). I’ll give all of you a
big cheer when you finish strong here at the end during finals. Remember: This situa�on may seem endless, but it isn’t.
Although we don’t know quite when it will end, it WILL END. You will all get through this.
 
Scholarship Policy:
I appreciate your pa�ence as we have worked out a policy for reten�on and restora�on of certain merit-based
scholarships by rising/returning 2L and 3L students. (That means you, current 1L and 2L students!) We needed to work
with LSU’s financial aid office on some details to ensure that what we were planning would work when it intersected with
cost of a�endance calcula�ons and federal loan disbursements. I have a�ached a separate document more fully
explaining the policy; you should refer to that document if you were awarded merit-based aid with a GPA requirement
when you matriculated as a 1L and you have concerns about retaining it for your 2L year or restoring it for your 3L year.
The short version: as a result of the Spring 2020 semester of P-NC grading, students with that form of aid will con�nue it
into the fall semester with no change and will be reassessed at the end of the Fall 2020 semester. 3L students have an
opportunity for retroac�ve restora�on of aid to cover the full year; 2L students would only have a prospec�ve reduc�on
affec�ng Spring 2021. But again: read the a�ached document. It applies to certain scholarship aid provided to students
upon entry into the Law Center as 1Ls and contains both the policy and a more complete explana�on.
 
Returning Rented Books to the LSU Bookstore—in Q&A Format!
I have been asked whether we know how to return books rented from the LSU Bookstore rather than from other sources,
given that the bookstore is closed and may remain closed through the deadline to return the books. Below you can see
what our fabulous librarians have discovered for me, plus a way to contact the bookstore for more info. From what we
can tell, books s�ll need to be returned by the original due date, which is included in the order confirma�on and
subsequent reminder emails that they should send to renters. It seems that B&N has not adopted any kind of blanket
extension or other change to the due dates.
 
Ques�on: How do I Return Books Rented from the B&N Bookstore On Campus?



Answer: Ship them back via UPS using the return process here: h�ps://lsu.bncollege.com/shop/lsu/page/rental-book-
return.  
More informa�on: B&N Rental FAQ here. 
Please fill out and submit the form here to contact B&N with any ques�ons. 
 
And as a last reminder, if you have recently suffered an unexpected financial disloca�on, you should consult the
informa�on at this page on our Student Emergency Relief Fund and consider applying for funds—that’s why the fund is
there: h�ps://www.law.lsu.edu/relief/
 
All my best, good luck on your finals, and please—do keep washing your hands!
 
Dean Lockridge
 
 
Lee Ann Wheelis Lockridge
Interim Dean
David Weston Robinson Professor of Law
McGlinchey Stafford Professor of Law
Louisiana State University Law Center
East Campus Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803
law.lsu.edu
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TO:  LSU Law Center Faculty and Students 

 

FROM: Lee Ann Wheelis Lockridge 

  Interim Dean 

 

DATE:  April 24, 2020 

 

RE:  Scholarship Policy for Returning Students: Academic Year 2020–21 

Retaining and Restoring Scholarship Funding after Spring 2020  

Pass/No Credit Grading 

 

 

In order to most equitably and appropriately balance the interests of our students with our duty to 

take care with the resources entrusted to us by the State and private donors, all in the context of 

the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic and myriad effects it has had on our returning students, 

the LSU Law Center is deferring certain scholarship retention and restoration decisions until 

after Fall 2020 grades are in, as further explained below. This deferral allows for those 

scholarship decisions to be made on a determination of cumulative GPA after the Fall 2020 

semester for returning students who have merit-based scholarship support using the Law 

Center’s standard policy. A full explanation follows. 

 

On April 1, 2020, the Law Faculty voted to apply mandatory pass/fail grading to all courses for 

the Spring 2020 semester. This will be recorded on student transcripts as pass/no-credit (P/NC) 

grading in order to ensure no effect on GPAs in light of LSU’s existing grading programs and the 

vote of the faculty, which was for no effect on student GPA to occur with either outcome. On 

April 3, 2020, the Law Faculty voted to defer ranking and cumulative GPA calculations until the 

end of the Fall 2020 semester—a consequence of a spring semester with P/NC grading. In light 

of these academic policy decisions, both made in the context of the unprecedented COVID-19 

pandemic and unavoidable changes to modes of Spring 2020 course instruction and examination, 

additional modifications to standard scholarship policy are in order.  

 

When the Law Center’s returning students, namely the current 1L and 2L classes, entered as 

first-year students in either August 2019 or August 2018, the scholarship policy for merit-based 

scholarships provided: 

 

Recipients are required to maintain a cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.75 or 

higher to retain the full scholarship amount for the following academic year. For purposes 

of scholarship renewal, a student’s cumulative GPA is determined at the end of the spring 

semester of each academic year. Thus, all scholarships awarded to entering first year 

students will be maintained in full for a minimum of two semesters if the student remains 

enrolled. 
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If a student does not achieve a 2.75 cumulative GPA at the end of the first year of law 

school, the scholarship will be renewed at one-half (50%) of the initial award amount for 

the second year of law school. Any student failing to meet the 2.75 cumulative GPA 

requirement at the end of the second year will have the award renewed at one-half for the 

third year of law school.  If a student whose scholarship has been decreased at the end of 

the first year of law school achieves a cumulative GPA of 2.75 or higher at the end of the 

second year of law school, the scholarship will revert to its original, full amount for the 

third year of law school.  It is LSU Law’s policy to reduce, not revoke, conditional 

scholarships for failure to meet retention requirements. No student who remains enrolled 

in good standing will have his or her initial scholarship eliminated after the first year of 

law school. 

 

As noted above, because there will be no numeric Spring 2020 grades as a result of the policy 

decision to use mandatory pass/no-credit grading in Spring 2020, determinations of whether 

rising 2L and 3L students with scholarships subject to the policy have met the 2.75 cumulative 

GPA threshold are being deferred until after Fall 2020 grades are in. This means scholarship 

retention and restoration will occur in very early January 2021—allowing both Summer 2020 

grades (if any) and Fall 2020 grades to be considered in place of the absent Spring 2020 grades. 

 

In balancing the interests of students and as stewards of resources, the 2020-21 scholarship 

retention and restoration policy for returning students affected by Spring 2020 pass/no-credit 

grading is as follows: 

 

Rising 2L and 3L students (current 1L and 2L students) holding these scholarships will retain 

them in their current amounts for the Fall 2020 semester. Students who do not meet or exceed a 

cumulative 2.75 GPA at the end of the Fall 2020 semester will have their scholarships reduced 

prospectively beginning with the Spring 2021 semester. The LSU financial aid office will work 

with those students both before and after that time to address the contingency.  

 

Rising 3L students (current 2Ls) who have previously had their scholarships reduced on the basis 

of their 1L grades will also have their cumulative GPAs reassessed after Fall 2020 grades are in. 

If they attain a 2.75 cumulative GPA in January 2021, their scholarships will be retroactively 

restored to cover the entire 2020-2021 academic year. The LSU financial aid office will work 

with those students on the details of that restoration. 

 

LAWL:ch 


