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Family and Faith Inspire a Lifetime of Service: The 2013 Pope John Paul II Award recipient – 
John P. Laborde 

 
New Orleans, LA- John P. Laborde has served numerous Catholic causes and the community for decades with 
humility and distinction.  He is one of the most well-known and respected civic leaders in New Orleans and 
throughout Louisiana. With his faith as the guiding force and foundation for his service—combined with his spirit 
of selfless leadership, the integrity of his character, his deep values and rootedness in his family—John has 
enhanced every entity to which he has devoted himself. His strong sense of family and faith weaves through his life 
like a vine bearing fruit, nurturing growth and shining light on all of his activities. 
 
John was inspired by his parents to do volunteer work; they were both educators – his father graduated from 
Springhill, his mother from Dominican College. His father was Superintendent of schools and was very active in 
the Knights of Columbus; his mother was state regent in the Catholic Daughters of America. As one of five 
children, John and his siblings were all born and reared in Avoyelles Parish.  They were raised in an educational 
environment, combined with the Catholic Church. “The combination affords a lot of opportunity for activities and 
various forms of leadership,” he said.  John’s earliest memory of volunteering came from an invitation by a 
neighbor to become involved with the Holman Center – a special school for training young girls to become useful 
citizens and earn a living. “It gave me a whole new exposure to the city and to a group ttoo  wwhhoomm I had never given 
sufficient thought.”  
 
The early seeds of his faith were nurtured by his parents, their pastor Msgr. H. Van der Putten, and the fact that they 
were fortunate to have nuns and priests as part of their early lives.  “They made a great impression on all of us, 
which hopefully we carry to this day.”  Fr. Van visited their home almost every day, and became a mentor of the 
family.  Later in life, the late Fr. Val McInnes, O.P., also served as an inspiration and close friend to the entire 
Laborde family.  Throughout his life, John has had close personal and family relationships with men and women 
religious of the Church, relationships which have deeply nurtured his Catholic formation and values. John’s favorite 
prayer is the Memorare.  “It is a beautiful prayer to the Virgin Mary.”   
 
John is a graduate of Hammond High School, LSU undergraduate and law schools. He served in World War II for 
four years (1942-46), two in the Pacific in General MacArthur’s Headquarters.  John is the past Chairman, 
President and CEO of Tidewater, Inc., which he developed into the largest oil and gas marine offshore owner and 
operator of vessels in the world.  He has served and continues to serve on many committees and boards.  In the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans, he served with:  Catholic Charities; WLAE; Cenacle Retreat House; Loyola 
University; St. Mary’s Dominican College; Second Harvest; Archbishop’s Community Appeal; and Archbishop 
Aymond’s Cabinet for the seminaries campaign.  During the Archdiocese Bicentennial Endowment Campaign, he 
was Chairman of the Corporate Committee.  In the Greater New Orleans area, he has volunteered with American 
Red Cross; the Downtown Development District; WYES-TV; Port of New Orleans; the Metropolitan Crime 
Commission; the New Orleans Museum of Art. He was a founding trustee of the World War II Museum. His 
honors and awards include: honorary doctorates from Loyola University and LSU; LSU Law Center’s 
Distinguished Alumnus of the Year; “Louisiana Legend” by Louisiana Public Broadcasting; St. Elizabeth’s Guild 
Volunteer Activist Award; Junior Achievement and Association for Corporate Growth Lifetime Achievement 
Awards; Young Leadership Council Role Model. The Southern Dominican Province awarded John and his wife, 
Sylvia, the St. Martin de Porres Award for their outstanding contributions to their city, church and state.  In 2012, 
the LSU Board of Supervisors approved establishing and naming of the Energy Law Center of the LSU Paul M.  
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Hebert Law Center in honor of John.  He is a member of Holy Name of Jesus Parish, the Knights of Columbus, and 
the Order of St. Lazarus. 
 
John Becker, who has known John for many years from volunteer service together and now shares some of the 
same grandchildren with him, describes John as humble, warm, very generous with his time and his presence, in 
addition to his philanthropy; and very attentive to his children and grandchildren.  “He is a natural for this award.  
There is no more worthy person who could receive this award because of all the attributes of his exemplary life.” 
 
John has five children Tracy, Cliffe, Gary, Peter and Adrienne Laborde; 17 grandchildren, and 3 great-
grandchildren.  He has been married to Sylvia for 19 years. 
 
The Pope John Paul II Award is presented annually to a deserving layperson or permanent Deacon who resides in 
the Archdiocese of New Orleans and who exhibits inspirational examples of Christian stewardship. Recipients must 
be a Roman Catholic with an outstanding record of volunteer service in the Catholic Community; high moral 
character; and exemplary values.  John P. Laborde will receive the award at the Foundation’s Annual Dinner being 
held on Tuesday, November 19, 2013 at the Hilton New Orleans Riverside. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


