
Spring 2018 Course Information—Page 1 

 

Spring 2018 Upperclass Course Information 

MOST COURSE DESCRIPTIONS for courses in the Spring 2018 schedule are current and correct in 

the 2016–2017 LSU Law Catalog found online. Click Here to go directly to the course descriptions in the 

Catalog (or go to the 2016–2017 Catalog on the website and scroll down to page 37). In the Catalog, the 

courses are listed in numerical order (not alphabetical), and Clinics, Skills, and Experiential Courses are 

listed separately, as are Seminars.  

A FEW COURSES in the Spring 2018 schedule have either been added or modified since the 2016–

2017 Catalog was prepared.  Those new and modified course descriptions appear below.  If a course has 

been modified since the Catalog was prepared, the description below governs, not the one in the Catalog. 

Courses 

5310 Business Torts (2): Business Torts is a two-hour course that covers tort claims most frequently 

asserted in business litigation. The focus of Business Torts is on conduct causing economic hmm.  Topics 

include fraud and misrepresentation, tortious interference with economic relations, breach of fiduciary 

duty, business defamation, unfair competition, and trade secret misappropriation.  The course covers the 

law of Louisiana and other states. 

5424 Maritime Personal Injury & Tort Law (2): Principles of law applicable to maritime personal 

injury litigation; extent of admiralty jurisdiction with respect to personal injury cases; rules of law 

applicable to industrial accidents, including scope of the Longshoremen’s and Harbor Worker’s 

Compensation Act as amended, and its relationship to state workmen’s compensation laws; general 

principles of tort applied in maritime personal injury litigation; remedies available to particular classes of 

persons, such as seamen, constructive seamen, longshoremen and harbor workers, and passengers; recent 

Supreme Court jurisprudence in connection with wrongful death actions; nature and extent of damages 

recoverable in various kinds of actions; principles of law applicable to injuries occurring on or near fixed 

off-shore platforms, and scope and application of Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act. Students cannot 

take both this course and Law 5417 Admiralty. 

5472 Introduction to Securities Litigation (1): An introduction to U.S. federal securities litigation, with 

a focus on private securities fraud class actions. Students will examine the elements of civil liability under 

Section 11 and requirements for class certification of Section 10(b) actions. 

5650 Federal Complex Litigation (3): This advanced civil procedure course addresses topics essential to 

modern civil litigation when cases involve high stakes, multiple parties, or multiple tribunals. Building on 

the knowledge of the 1L civil procedure course, it introduces students to procedural devices that relate to 

mass torts and aggregate litigation.  The course explores the social and policy implications inherent in 

aggregate litigation and tort reform efforts, as well as the strategic considerations for attorneys litigating 

such cases. Topics include multidistrict litigation, mass joinder, and class actions, as well as the 

increasing use of arbitration as an alternative approach to resolving complex cases. [Note: major change 

from Catalog description is the removal of the prerequisite of Federal Courts.] 

5677 The EU in Legal and Cultural Context (1): An introduction to the legal and cultural 

developments that have shaped the European Union. Students will review and discuss certain cultural, 

legal, and political influences on the formation and structure of the European Union, as well as some 

modern challenges it faces, particularly in light of “Brexit.” 

Catalog link for information on other courses: 

https://www.law.lsu.edu/academics/files/2017/01/LawCenter2016-2017_p4.pdf#page=39 

https://www.law.lsu.edu/academics/files/2017/01/LawCenter2016-2017_p4.pdf#page=39
https://www.law.lsu.edu/academics/files/2017/01/LawCenter2016-2017_p4.pdf#page=39
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Clinics, Skills, and Experiential Courses 

5631 Legal Interviewing & Counseling (2): Legal Interviewing and Counseling is a professional skills 

course that explores the attorney client relationship and the essential lawyering skills necessary for 

effective client interviewing, counseling, and decision making. Students gain experience conducting 

meaningful interviews of clients as well as rendering advice and counseling through repeated simulated 

exercises. Students also gain an understanding of the professional and ethical obligations required in oral 

and written communication with clients, opposing counsel, and third parties. This course is graded 

pass/fail (E, HP, P, F). 

Seminars 

5804 Elder Law Seminar (2): Students cannot take this course and Elder Law (5463). This course 

provides an in-depth examination of a variety of social and legal topics relevant to elderly persons and 

disabled adults. The topics that will be covered include long-term care models, caregiving models, end- 

of-life decision making, federal and state entitlement programs including Medicare and Medicaid, elder 

abuse and neglect, health-care decision-making, ageism, employment discrimination, and access to public 

accommodations. Students will write and present a research paper on a topic that pertains to elders and/or 

adults with disabilities. The paper may be used to satisfy the upperclass writing requirement. 

5830 Constitutional Law Seminar (2): While the official seminar description in the Catalog remains 

intact (“Selected aspects of U.S. constitutional law”), Professor Baier has provided additional 

information on the specific focus of the seminar for Spring 2018:   

Of Judicial Personality and Constitutional Jurisprudence: Seven exemplars are featured over the course 

of the Baier/Haynie/Stoner Constitutional Law Seminar, Spring Term 2017. This is a new inter-

departmental collaboration at LSU (Professor Paul Baier from the Law Center and Dean Stacia Haynie 

and Professor James Stoner, both from Political Science). Justices John Marshall Harlan (the Elder 

Harlan), Robert Jackson, and Antonin Scalia are canvassed by Professor Stoner, whilst Justices Oliver 

Wendell Holmes, Hugo Black, and Anthony Kennedy are Professor Baier’s charge. Other justices appear 

as sidebars, e.g., John Marshall, “Fiat justitia ruat caelum”; Joseph Story; Benjamin Nathan Cardozo; 

William J. Brennan, Jr.; Harry A. Blackmun; William H. Rehnquist. Stacia Haynie, Dean of the College 

of Humanities and Social Sciences, will canvas Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, using Justice Ginsburg’s 

memoir, My Own Words (Simon & Schuster 2016). Inscribed copies will be available to students in the 

seminar. Students write papers on their favorite Supreme Court justices.  

The interplay of judicial personality and constitutional jurisprudence is at the core of our seminar’s table 

talk. Aristotle, Eric Voegelin, other Continental jurists are ghosts at LSU’s Platonic symposium. We 

consider the truth, vel non, of Eugen Ehrlich’s aperçu, “There is no guarantee of justice except the 

personality of the judge.” 

5838 Advanced Topics in Health Care Law (2): This seminar will cover a variety of legal issues 

implicated by the delivery and payment of health care. Topics may include health insurance (including 

Medicare and Medicaid); government funding, regulation and oversight; accountable care organizations 

and healthcare delivery systems; medical staff regulation and peer review; cooperative endeavor 

agreements, affiliations and antitrust considerations;  malpractice and healthcare-related litigation 

(including the medical malpractice act); compliance (including Stark and anti-kickback provisions);  

graduate  medical  education  and training. The course will be taught by a combination of LSU Law 

faculty and visiting practitioners.  Students will be required to prepare brief position papers on each topic 

and prepare a traditional research paper satisfying the upper class writing requirement. Prerequisite or 

Co-Requisite: Law 5466 or permission of instructor 


