
Updated and New Courses 2018-2019 
 

[These updates are not in the current catalog.  They will appear in the 2018-2019 catalog] 
 
LAW 5711 Products Liability and Product Safety Law (3) This course studies the various 
methods of controlling risks associated with the use of products.  The course evaluates the tort 
system of product liability, including the development and application of strict product liability 
under the Restatement (Second) of Torts and its revision in model statutes such as the Louisiana 
Product Liability Act (LPLA) and the Restatement (Third) Product Liability.  In addition, the 
course will examine alternative forms of regulating risk, such as direct regulation of production, 
mandatory warning statutes, information regulation, and other forms of government and self-
regulation. 
 
 
LAW 5220 Energy Law and Regulation (3) This course is designed to provide broad-based 
coverage of energy production, consumption, and regulation in the United States, with a focus on 
legal and policy issues. As a foundation, the class will identify the sources of the energy used in 
the U.S. for various purposes, such as heating and cooling, operation of appliances and machinery, 
transportation, and the generation of electricity. The course will move on to explore such topics as 
the law of public utilities, including the ratemaking concepts that remain important in the context 
of the electric power industry. It may explore the movement toward competition in wholesale 
electricity markets, and issues relating to the nation’s electric power grid. The course also may 
cover the regulation of natural gas pipelines and natural gas markets. In addition, the course may 
examine major sources of electric power generation, such as coal, nuclear, hydropower, and 
renewables, as well as regulatory and policy issues relating to these and other sources of power 
generation, such as natural gas. Such policy issues include balancing energy reliability and 
affordability with environmental protection. 
 
LAW 5XXX Energy and the Environment (2) Virtually every human activity requires energy 
in one form or another. Indeed, abundant, affordable energy is essential to a standard of living that 
many people in developed nations take for granted and to which many people in undeveloped 
nations aspire. But traditional energy industries, and even renewable energy industries, produce 
impacts on the environment. Society has responded to the tension between the need for abundant, 
affordable energy and the important goals of environmental protection with a variety of laws and 
regulations. This course will identify some of the environmental impacts caused by the production 
and use of various forms of energy, examine environmental regulations associated with each, and 
explore policy issues inherent in balancing economic well-being and environmental protection. 
Prior credit in Introduction to Environmental Law (5411) is recommended but not required.  
[Course has been approved by Faculty.   Unsure when the course will be taught] 
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