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GENERAL COURSE GUIDE FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

 

Intellectual property attorneys may focus their time on transactional matters or on dispute resolution 

(including litigation), or they may do both. In addition, although some intellectual property attorneys 

practice almost exclusively in one field, such as patent law, many have a practice spanning more than one 

field.  Moreover, many attorneys work both in IP and in another area of business or commercial law 

(whether that means litigation or transactions).  As a result, an IP attorney needs both a deep understanding 

of intellectual property as well as exposure to other fields, such as business associations, employment law, 

or another field of interest.  
 
Students interested in litigating in the field should also use the course guide for litigation to help shape the 

rest of their curriculum.  Students with greater interest in the transactional side should use the business law 

guide.  Students are also likely to benefit from exposure to media law, entertainment law, etc. Please review 

that course guide for more information. 

 

Recommended Courses: 

 

5434 Introduction to Intellectual Property1  3 credits 

5462 International Intellectual Property2  3 credits 

5509 Patent Law3     2 credits 

 

Recommended Experiential Learning: 

 

5633 Advanced Copyright Practice4   3 credits 

5xxx Advanced Trademark Practice5   3 credits 

 

Additional Recommended Coursework: 

 

5300 Business Associations I    3 credits 

5301 Business Association II6    3 credits 

5400 Employment Law    3 credits 

5422 Employment Discrimination   3 credits 

5501  Income Taxation I    3 credits 

5603 Federal Courts     3 credits  

5402 Administrative Law7     3 credits  

5650 Federal Complex Litigation8   3 credits 

 

 
1 Introduction to Intellectual Property surveys patent, trademark, copyright, and trade secret law. It should be taken 

in the second year as a foundation for the other IP offerings. 
2 Prerequisite: Introduction to Intellectual Property, two IP courses, or permission of instructor. Typically offered in 

alternating years. 
3 Typically offered in alternating years. Particularly helpful for students interested in patent prosecution or in 

entering an intellectual property litigation group, since those groups can need extra help with patent litigation. 
4 Alternates in spring semesters with Advanced Trademark Practice. 
5 Alternates in spring semesters with Advanced Copyright Practice. 
6 Particularly for transaction-focused students. 
7 Most relevant for patent and trademark prosecution, which involves working with a federal agency, the USPTO, 

but nonetheless generally recommended. 
8 Particularly for litigation-focused students. 


