
Vice Chancellor Cheney Joseph

hile words are inadequate to describe the Great
Litvinoff, as I always called him, we all know what

he would be saying if we could hear his spirit speaking to us
now. His comments would be reminiscent of his humorous
remarks at the Year of Litvinoff reception. His presentation,
as you recall, was a wonderful parody of the Academy
Awards—with the Great Litvinoff giving me a nod of thanks
as his “Producer.”

Professor Alexandro Carrio, an expert in comparative criminal
procedure and a respected member of the Buenos Aires Bar,
and Professor Alexandro Garro of Columbia University
Law School, both former students of Professor Litvinoff,
knowing of his illness, came from New York and Buenos
Aires to join one another in what they believed would be
their last visit with their teacher and mentor. After the visit,

Professor Carrio reported that they were greeted warmly by Don Saúl in his inimitable way
with the salutation: “What is the occasion—is this a pre-wake visitation?”

As one described by Don Saúl as “owing” what he termed “a servitude of coffee” to him, I was
the great beneficiary of many wonderful hours of being entertained by his incredible wit and
inexhaustible knowledge of the civil law, medicine, political theory, philosophy, linguistics,
movies, plays, operas, and world events —as well as his, as we his “juniors” came to term
them, “Litvinovian Observations” regarding academic matters.

As the frequent target of his powerful and jesting wit, I can speak for those of us who relished
and appreciated his sarcasm laced with warm affection. I learned from the Great Litvinoff
that the greatest single expression of dedication to the academic life was what he called
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“intellectual generosity”— the willingness freely to give
his time and expertise to students, former students, and
colleagues. The love and affection of so many who called
him “mentor” was his reward—his spirit will remain with
us always.

Of the Great Litvinoff it can truly be said that none like
him will ever be seen again. But we can be assured that his
powerful and unique spirit lives in all he touched with his
great affection and intellect.
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