
Additional Information on Selected Spring 2017 Courses 

Bankruptcy Reorganization Seminar (5808—2 credits): This seminar is taught by Judge Douglas Dodd, the United States 

Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Louisiana. The seminar has a preferred prerequisite of Bankruptcy (5710), but 

Judge Dodd may be willing to waive the prerequisite for interested students. If you have not taken Bankruptcy, you may 

contact him at Douglas_Dodd@lamb.uscourts.gov to request permission to enroll. 

Administrative Law (5402—3 credits): This course is offered in Spring 2017 in two sections. Because there are differences 

between the two sections with respect to the approach taken to the material, the professors have provided the following 

additional information. 

Section 1—Professor Coenen (9:50–11:20 TTh): 

Text: Strauss, Peter L. Administrative Law: Cases and Comments, 11th ed. New York: Foundation Press (2011) and 

supplement. 

My administrative law course provides a general overview of the statutory and constitutional rules governing the operation 

of administrative agencies. We focus primarily on agencies at the federal level, although we do discuss certain federal 

constitutional restrictions that apply to state and local agencies as well. I teach from a traditional administrative law casebook 

and its supplement, and most (though not all) of the readings consist of judicial opinions from the U.S. Supreme Court and 

the federal courts of appeals. I also assign and review periodic "primary source" exercises, which require students to answer 

questions about different types of documents that agencies and administrative lawyers generate. Lectures and class 

discussions involve a mix of theory, doctrine, and policy. The final exam contains both a "closed book" multiple-choice 

section and an "open book" essay section. Electronic course materials and information are provided through Moodle. 

http://community.moodle2.lsu.edu/course/view.php?id=512  

Section 2—Professor Richards (10:20–11:50 MW) 

Text: Funk, William F., and Richard H. Seamon. Administrative Law, 5th ed. Wolters Kluwer (2016). 

Course Blog from 2016: http://sites.law.lsu.edu/adlaw/  

 (As a WWW page: http://biotech.law.lsu.edu/Courses/adlaw/2016s/index.htm) 

Study modules from 2016 – these are revised each term: http://sites.law.lsu.edu/adlaw/modules-for-administrative-law-

spring-2016-richards-lsu/ 

Teaching Objectives for the Course 

1) introduce the structure and function of American government; 

2) strengthen skills at extracting information from full text cases and primary sources; and 

3) develop an understanding of administrative law practice by looking at several difficult regulatory problems. 

I teach from full text cases and regulatory materials, organized on a Wordpress class blog, and supplemented with a short, 

problem oriented hornbook. While we look at the classic administrative law cases, as much as possible we look at the most 

recent decisions that are in the news. We will read government documents such OIRA and CRS reports as well as case 

briefs and other practice materials. The course includes an introduction to suing agencies, with the Katrina Levee Breach 

cases as an example. There are study guides and self-evaluation materials for every class. Students use these study questions 

to work though and learn material that we may not cover in detail in class. The final is closed book and is a mixture of 

shorter answer questions and short essay questions. 

 

Climate Change Law (5414 – 3 credits)  

This course is taught from primary materials provided online through the course blog. You can see last year’s materials at 

http://sites.law.lsu.edu/enviroclass/ or as a WWW page: http://biotech.law.lsu.edu/Courses/climate/climate15/index.htm. 

This course is an elective choice for both the DCL and Energy Law Certificate. In addition to dealing with climate change, 

the course also looks at practice issues with flood insurance, FEMA rebuilding requirements, and suing the government 

over flood risks, and counseling clients about the legal preparations for living in coastal Louisiana. 
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